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marine and aviation—on and from 1st April, 1960, with applica-
tion to policies as and when renewed after that date.
The clause reads as follows:
" This Policy does not cover—
 (a)	loss or destruction of or damage to any property what-
soever or any loss or expense whatsoever resulting or
arising therefrom or any consequential loss
 (b)	any legal liability of whatsoever nature
directly or indirectly caused by or contributed to by or aris-
ing from ionising radiations or contamination by radio-
activity from anv *nuclear fuel or from any nuclear waste
from the combustion of nuclear fuel/"
The reason for this clause lies in the fact that the licensee has
a strict liability. It is the intention of the legislation that all
claims should be channelled to him, he having in the terms of
the Act to ensure that insurance or other cover is available to an
amount of £5,000,000 (see p. 262). Accordingly, no one other
than the operator of a reactor installation (in its widest inter-
pretation) needs to have provided by his material damage or
third party insurance policies any cover in respect of the
radiation risk. In order to avoid the endless litigation of claim
and counterclaim which might otherwise follow, the position
concerning policies has been made clear beyond doubt.
Such a clause does not appear on policies issued to reactor
operators, since their policies are designed specifically to take
care of that particular risk.
The wording used excludes loss, destruction, damage or lia-
bility emanating from nuclear fuel or from any nuclear waste
from the combustion of nuclear fuel. Insurers, therefore, remain
responsible under their policies, unless they otherwise provide,
for radioactive contamination proximately caused by the perils
which they may be covering emanating from radioactive sub-
stances which are not fuel or waste products thereof. Hence, the
clause will be seen not to exclude liabilities arising out of the
use of radioisotopes.
DEVELOPMENT OF INSURANCE NEGOTIATIONS
It is never easy to trace the beginning of any section of
insurance business because isolated policies are at times issued
before a market for the business develops. Research has revealed
that, although in 1914 the expression " radioisotope " had not at
that time been introduced, insurances in respect of radium
(which is itself a radioactive isotope) were then by no means
* The clause used in motor policies includes here the word *' irradiated-1"

